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PRACE to establish six advanced HPC training centres 
 
PRACE, the Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe, has selected six of its members sites: 
Barcelona Supercomputing Center (Spain), CINECA - Consorzio Interuniversitario (Italy),  
CSC - IT Center for Science Ltd (Finland), EPCC at the University of Edinburgh (UK), Gauss 
Centre for Supercomputing (Germany) and Maison de la Simulation (France)as the first 
PRACE Advanced Training Centres.  
 
The mission of the PRACE Advanced Training Centres (PATCs) is to carry out and coordinate training 
and education activities that enable the European research community to utilise the computational 
infrastructure available through PRACE. The long-term vision is that such centres will become the 
hubs and key drivers of European high-performance computing education. 
 
The training centres will provide top-class education and training opportunities for computational 
scientists in Europe The training centres are also the main bodies responsible for producing materials 
for the PRACE training portal: www.prace-ri.eu/training 
 
“The establishment of the PRACE Advanced Training Centres is one of the most visible achievements 
of PRACE to support European researchers,” says Dr. Pekka Manninen, co-leader of the PRACE 
Training and Dissemination Pillar and the Head of Education, Outreach and Training at CSC, one of 
the new PATC hosting sites. “Competitiveness means being skilled. The PATC network enables us to 
synergise European HPC training activities for the benefit of the whole of Europe“. 
 
“Contemporary HPC systems offer unprecedented computing power and their architectures are 
constantly evolving. The ongoing challenge has always been to upskill scientists and programmers to 
maximise efficiency and research output on such systems,“ adds Dr. Simon Wong, leader of the 
training work package in PRACE-2IP and Head of Education & Training at ICHEC (Ireland). “PRACE 
has shown its commitment to address this challenge by establishing the PATCs to significantly expand 
its training programme.” 
 
There will be at least one PRACE PATC in operation at any one time, but the geographical locations 
of centres, assessed every two years, may and will vary over time. Training events may also be 
organised at locations external to PATC hosting sites.  

About PRACE: The Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe (PRACE) is an international non-
profit association with its seat in Brussels. The PRACE Research Infrastructure (RI) provides a 
persistent world-class High Performance Computing (HPC) service for scientists and researchers from 
academia and industry. The PRACE leadership systems form the apex of the performance pyramid 
and are well integrated into the European HPC ecosystem. PRACE receives funding from the EU's 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreements n° RI-261557 and  
n° RI-283493. 

http://www.prace-ri.eu/training�

